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British Fournal of Surgery 2005; 92: 1212-1220

Randomized clinical trial of postoperative fondaparinux versus
perioperative dalteparin for prevention of venous
thromboembolism in high-risk abdominal surgery

G. Ag‘nelli1 , D. Bergqvist?, A. T. Cohen?, A. S. Gallus* and M. Gent’, on behalf of the PEGASUS

investigators

'Division of Internal and Cardiovascular Medicine, University of Perugia, Perugia, Italy, “Department of Surgical Sciences, University Hospital, Uppsala,
Sweden, *Department of Medicine, Guy’s, King’s and St Thomas’ School of Medicine, Academic Department of Surgery, London, UK, *Department of
Haematology, Flinders Medical Centre, Adelaide, South Australia, Australia and *McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada

Correspondence to: Professor G. Agnelli, Sezione di Medicina Interna e Cardiovascolare, Dipartimento di Medicina Interna, Universita di Perugia, Via

Enrico dal Pozzo, 06123 Perugia, Italy (e-mail: agnellig@unipg.it)

Table 3 Venous thromboembolic events up to the first venogram or up to day 10, whichever occurred first

AllVTE
Any DVT
Any proximal DVT#
Distal DVT only§
Symptomatic VTE]
DVT
MNon-fatal PE
Fatal PE

Fondaparinux®

47 of 1027 (4-6)
43 of 1024 (4-2)
5 of 1076 (0-5)
40 of 1025 (3.9)
6 of 1465 (0-4)
2 of 1465 (0-1)

2 of 1465 (0-1)
3 of 1465 (0-2)

Dalteparin®

62 of 1021 (6-1)
59 of 1018 (5-8)
5 of 1077 (0-5)
54 of 1021 (5-3)
5 of 1462 (0-3)
2 of 1462 (0-1)

0 of 1462 (0-0)
3 of 1462 (0-2)

Relative risk reduction

P (%6)t

0-144 24.6 (—9.0, 47-9)
0-10 27.5 (— 6.3, 50-6)
1-0 0-1(—244.7, 70.9)
0-14 26-1 (—10-1, 50-5)

Values in parentheses are *percentages or 195 per cent confidence intervals. ¥ The number of patients available for adjudication for proximal DVT;
§patients with distal deep-vein thrombosis (DVT), but not evaluable for proximal DV'T were not counted; Jdata refer to all randomized patients; one
patient in the fondaparinux group presented first with symptomatic DV'T and subsequently fatal pulmonary embolism (PE). VTE, venous
thromboembolism. **Fisher’s exact test.
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T | 40~80% | 10~20%

"Prevention of Venous Thoromboembolism” (7thACCP)
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